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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 
Second Sunday in Advent 

featuring the children from our Preschool* 
05 December 2021      8:00 and 10:30* A.M. 

 

Welcome!   We are happy you chose to spend this time 

here today.  We are a Christ-centered fellowship of believers 

from many backgrounds and from all ages.  We want to make 

a difference in our world by sharing the message of God’s 

love with as many people as possible. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let 

the little children come to me.”  When babies need to cry 

loudly, the Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a 

good place for them to let it all out.  Then come back so we 

can all worship together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  If you are 

willing, fill out a ministry card with your information.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-Worship Pondering: —Paul Gerhardt 

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, let not your soul distress. 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring the peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing a heritage in heav’n. 

He comes to judge the nations, a terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations, and blessed hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing.  O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams most cheering, and guide us safely home. 

 

The Lord Serves His People 
 

Please look on the screen for the words of our 

Preschool Children’s Christmas Program in the 10:30 service. 
 

Today’s Worship Theme The Lord is Coming!  Prepare! 
 

Hymn #27 
 

Worship Dialog 

Pastor: God revealed Himself in the Bible as one God. 

Congregation:  He is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
P: So we confess our God to be three persons? 

C: Three persons, yes, but only one God.  Because this God 

rescued us from sin and hell, we accept by faith what we 

cannot understand by reason.  And we worship Him with 

joyful hearts. 

P: But how can we be joyful when there’s something wrong with us? 

C: We agree with the Bible when it teaches that we are sinful, 

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

(Romans 3:23).  We would like to think of ourselves as ‘good 

people,’ but our goodness isn’t good enough to count 

before God. 
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P: “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:4). 

C: “Remember, O LORD, Your great mercy and love, for they 

are from of old.  Remember not the sins of my youth and 

my rebellious ways; according to Your love remember me, 

for You are good, O LORD” (Psalm 25:6). 

P: You showed favor to Your people, O LORD.  You forgave the iniquity 

of Your people and covered all their sins.  You set aside all Your 

wrath and turned from Your fierce anger (Psalm 85:1-3).   Sing to the 

LORD, you saints of His; praise His holy name.  For His anger lasts 

only a moment, but His favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain 

for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning (Psalm 30:4-5).  Be glad 

and rejoice with all your heart (Zephaniah 3:14).  The joy of the LORD is 

your strength (Nehemiah 8:10). 

C: Once more the humble will rejoice in the LORD (Isaiah 26:19).  

I will listen to what God the LORD says; He promises 

peace to His people, His saints—but let them not return to 

folly (Psalm 85:8). 
 

♫♪ Congregation sings (tune:CW23) 

2. Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free 

Your own from Satan’s tyranny. 

    From depths of hell Your people save, 

and bring them vic’try o’er the grave. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!   

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son.  

By His coming give us strength for every spiritual conflict we face, 

and shed the light of Your Word on the path of our life so we can see 

Your way through the darkness of this world. 

Congregation:  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Savior, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Epistle Lesson Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7It is right 

for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my 

heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming 

the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8God can 

testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ 

Jesus. 9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more 

and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may 

be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless 
until the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
 

Seasonal Response 
P:  The Lord will come again in glory.  The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 

♫♪ Congregation sings (tune:CW23) 

3. Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, 

and cheer us by Your drawing nigh. 

    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!   

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

Verse of the Day Matthew 3:1b-2 
P:  Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  John the Baptist came, preaching in the 

Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 

C: Yes, Lord Jesus.  Come and reign in our hearts through 

Your Word.  Alleluia! 
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♫♪ Congregation sings (tune:CW23) 

4. Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home. 

    Make safe the way that leads on high,  

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to You, O Israel! 

 
Gospel Luke 3:1-6 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of 

Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 

and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3He went into all the 

country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 4As is written in the book of the 

words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the 

desert, ‘Prepare the way for the LORD, make straight paths for 

him. 5Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill 

made low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough 

ways smooth. 6And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’” 

P:   You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise be to Christ! 

 
Hymn of the Day  #13 

 
Sermon Malachi 3:1-4 
1“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 

before me.  Then suddenly the LORD you are seeking will 

come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you 

desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 2But who can 

endure the day of his coming?  Who can stand when he 
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appears?  For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s 

soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will 

purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver.  Then 

the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in 

righteousness, 4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former 

years.” 

The Lord Comes to Clean House 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Hymn #56 

 
We Bring a Thank Offering 

To give a thank offering is to support a gospel ministry, and it 
indicates agreement with the teachings of that ministry.  While 
worshipers may wish to honor the Lord with an offering, our 
guests are always welcome here without obligation. 

 
Prayers of the Church  
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Lord’s Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread,    

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us,  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Exhortation and Blessing 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 

another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 

on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His 

favor and grant you His  peace. 

C:  Yes, Lord Jesus.  Come and reign in our hearts through 

Your Word.  Grant us Your kind of peace.  Alleluia! 
 

Final Hymn #16* 
 

Acknowledgements 
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

Pre-Worship Pondering – “Sin’s Debt, That Fearful Burden,” from CW 19, German words by 

Paul Gerhardt abr., tr composite.  In the public domain. 

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel,” from CW #23, 12th century Latin hymn abr., tr. by John M. 

Neale, alt.  In the public domain. 

 

Memory Verse of the Month Isaiah 9:6 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 
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SERVING THE LORD AND US 
December 5, 2021 

 

Minister: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Pianist: Joyce Zillgitt                    Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for December:  Kathleen Burfeind, Bonnie Fuhrman, Phyllis Thiel 
This week’s ushers: (8:00) B. & R. Hinck; (10:30) M. Dallman & N. Zimmerman 
Next week’s ushers: (8:00) J. Weick & Lyle Peters; (10:30) Tom & Dawn Balow 
Mid-week’s ushers: (7:00 PM) Roland Klindworth and Greg Langfield 

Teachers in our LES 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. 1-2 Mrs. Donna Kronebusch, PK-3 
Sunday School Teachers     Dawn Balow, Jennifer Ellison, Kristi Gross, Seth 

Harteneck, Brittany Huneke, Marcus Huneke 
 

Some of the Ways We Fed our Faith 

Thanksgiving Eve worship attendance 89 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance 
83 and 60; plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials 

Sunday Bible Class –30   Sunday School –2   W.E.B.S. – 7 

Midweek Advent Service attendance 116 and 20 

 

Memorials: Harold Peters: $2975 Windows & Siding;   

Darlene Wallerich: $265 School Fund. 

 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Sue Halder, Millie Lichtblau, James 
Cooper, Helen Wiech, Joyce Zillgitt, Pam Klenke, and Riley Hinck.  
Please send corrections and additions to the office Monday - 
Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or email 
office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

FLOWERS  The flower arrangement in the chancel is placed there 
to the glory of God and in loving memory of Verna Gerken, with 
the Lord ten years now, by Kim and Sue Keim. 
 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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POINSETTIA DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS may be brought to the 
church to help decorate for Christmas.  You may sign your name on the 
sheet on the information desk and put a stick with your name in the 
pot.  Please pick up your plant after worship on January 2 before they 
are donated.  From everyone who will enjoy seeing them, Thank You! 
 

CHOIR CONCERT   Our St. John’s Adult Choir plans to present their 
Advent/Christmas concert on Wednesday, December 15 at 7:00 
P.M.  We are very thankful to be able to present a concert this 
year.  Come and listen to the songs of anticipation and joy as we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord and await His final 
return.  You will be able to sing along with the choir on several 
carols.  A free-will donation will be gathered for the Lake City Food 
Shelf.  The Ladies Aid will host refreshments in the Fellowship Hall 
afterward for everyone at the concert. 
 

COOKIES!  Cookies will be served in our Fellowship Hall by the 
ladies of SJ after the Choir Concert on December 15.  All members 
who can donate cookies are asked to bring them to the kitchen 
the day of the concert.  All will be appreciated! 
 

OUR TEEN GROUP  Here at St. John’s we need one to three more 
adults to assist with planning events and leading Bible Study once 
or twice a month for the teens to participate in.  Please contact 
Allison Hofland (hoflanda@stjohnslakecity.com) (507-990-3993) to 
help with this important part of our ministry! 
 

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES boxes may be picked up from the 
table in the fellowship hall.  Your number may have changed.  
Please use your 2022 envelopes starting today.  Thanks for helping 
our system work smoothly.  Another way to help: Think about 
which of our members lives near you, pick up their box of 
envelopes, and deliver the box to their home.  Thanks for helping 
to deliver the envelopes. 
 

mailto:hoflanda@stjohnslakecity.com
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Opportunities for Learning, Serving, and Spending Time Together 
December 5, 2021 – December 12, 2021 

Sunday 
  8:00 AM  Worship 

  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 

  9:15 AM  Bible Studies for adults, 
teens, and children 

10:30 AM  Worship 

10:30 AM  Pre-K Christmas Service 
10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 or 13 
 

Monday 
  6:30 PM  W.E.B.S. 
  7:30 PM  Sun School Teacher mtg 
 

Tuesday 
  7:00 PM  Board of Elders 

Wednesday 
  8:40 AM  Chapel—all welcome 
  3:30 PM  Catechism 
  7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday  
  9:00 AM  Luther Prep Presentation 

  1:00 PM  Pastor at Winkel 
 

Friday & Saturday 
 

Sunday  
  8:00 AM  Worship w/ Communion 

  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 

  9:15 AM  Bible Studies for adults, 
teens, and children 

10:30 AM  Worship w/ Communion 

10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 
service on ch 18 or 13 

 

VIDEO AND SOUND   Our current video and audio system was last 
overhauled in 2004.  A few components such as the projector have 
been replaced since then, but many A/V components have an 
expected life span of only 5 years.  Most of our video components 
and wiring have been working for at least 17 years and our audio 
components and wiring for perhaps 40 years—God has been good to 
us!  Now that our electrical system was fully grounded earlier this 
year, and especially since the buzz/hum in our audio has gotten 
noticeably worse this fall,   it would be wise to complete the upgrade 
we’ve been talking about for many years.  Two consultants have 
been engaged for St. John’s.  We hope to receive a proposal from 
each as soon as feasible.  Thanks to everyone who has contributed to 
the “Video Fund” in anticipation of these needed improvements.  We 
will likely spend all that and more.  Watch here for more info. 
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT  Martin Luther College’s highly anticipated 
Christmas Concert will be presented Sunday, December 5, at 4:00 
P.M. in MLC’s Chapel of the Christ.  The combined choirs of Martin 
Luther College, the Wind Symphony, and the Hosanna Ringers invite 
you to join them in this musical celebration of the birth of Christ.  
This year's program, entitled "Light from Light Eternal," offers a 
highly eclectic blend of music for choir, instruments, and 
congregation, centering on the birth of Jesus Christ, God from God 
and Light from Light. Refreshments will be served in the Chapel 
Fellowship Room after  the concert.  All are welcome as we open the 
Advent season with this joyous campus tradition!  Those who wish to 
see the concert without traveling to New Ulm may be able to find a 
link on MLC’s website to watch the concert by live stream or to 
stream the concert at a later date.  Go to mlc-wels.edu, click on Arts, 
and click on Streams. 
 

A Conference for Young Adults   Adulting can be exhilarating, and it 
can be exhausting too.  Come and join with other young adults age 
18-28 for an encouraging weekend of Christian community.  You will 
hear from speakers on topics like single life, body image challenges, 
sharing your faith, and navigating difficult conversations.  Interactive 
panel discussions, good food, and at the heart of it, a chance for real 
conversations in the four community group times.  January 7 and 8 at 
the Mayo Civic Center in Mankato, MN - the cost is $59 with special 
hotel room rates available near the event center.  For registration 
and more information, visit www.awakealive.com or email 
info@awakealive.com.  
 

ONE SERVICE OR TWO?  In order to maintain two worship services 
every Sunday, we need a weekly average of 220 worshipers.  Our 
average attendance has remained below 200 per Sunday since 
returning to in-person worship.  So our Administrative Board has 
determined that we will go back to one service per Sunday in the 
New Year.  We can return to two services as soon as we have enough 

http://www.awakealive.com/
mailto:info@awakealive.com
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in-person worshipers to raise our average attendance over 239.  For 
details ask for a copy of our recent quarterly report. 
 

PIANO TUNING  The two church pianos will be tuned the morning of 
Saturday, December 4th.  The organ will be tuned in the afternoon.  
 
 
 

By Heart 
 

 Advent tells us Christ is near. Christmas tells us Christ is here. 

 In Epiphany we sing of the Gentiles’ Saviour-King. 

 Wise men from the East afar found Him, guided by His Star. 

 On Ash Wednesday Lent begins forty days to see our sins, 

 viewing Jesus’ suffering, how He made His offering, 

 for our sins was crucified, how He suffered, how He died. 

 Holy Week is Lent’s last part: with Palm Sunday makes its start, 

 Maundy Thursday night, betrayed, on Good Friday Jesus paid 

 with His life the price of sin, opened heaven to let us in. 

 Easter follows—forty days filled with songs of joy and praise. 

“Christ is risen,” the Church now sings, 

“Lord of lords and King of kings.” 

Conquered death, and left the grave, to us life eternal gave. 

 Yes, and Christ ascended too to prepare a place for you; 

 in Ascensiontide—ten days hearts and voice to Him we raise. 

 Then He sent the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. 

 Whitsunday—another name for the day the Spirit came, 

Gave disciples tongues of flame  

to make known the Saviour's Name. 

              Pentecost or Whitsuntide—for one week it does abide. 

Longest season, last of all, 

six long months through summer and fall, 

 is the season of Trinity, honoring the One in Three: 

 Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, Three-In-One; 

 time to grow—do all we can serving God and fellowman. 
 

BY HEART was written in 1937 for Sherman Park Lutheran Sunday Bible School 

of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


